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Water trails are paths along rivers and coastlines that
provide recreational users (such as kayakers, sailors,
boaters, and anglers) with information on access points,
safety considerations, activities, and points of interest.
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Lake Michigan Water Trail To Be Dedicated As
National Recreation Trail

Mention "National

Recreation Trail*

and no one would

be surprised if you

immediately

thought about

taking a hike. But soon that tag will
be attached to a watery route in
Lake Michigan.

On June 4, National Trails Day, the
Lake Michigan Water Trail will be
officially designated as a National
Recreation Trail. Marking that event
will be the Northwest Indiana

- ling

s and supporters
with the dedication of the first 75
miles of shoreline as part of the NRT.

The event will feature a sea kayak
lake paddle beginning at 11:30 a.
(CST) at Marquette Park in Gary,
Indiana, paddling 4 miles to Portage
Lakefront and Riverwalk, A second
paddling option, intended for
recreational kayakers as well as
canoeists, will begin on the Little
Calumet River at the Miller Charter of
the Izaak Walton League. Both trips
will simultaneously travel to the
Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk,

At 1:30 p.m. there will be a
dedication ceremony highlighting
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Wisconsin Kayaking Growth

1994 — 2009
+ 605%
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Lake Superior Water Trail - Wisconsin Segment

Trab Map
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More bformaton

The Wesconsin segment of e Lake Supencr Water Traf covers moee than 400 mies of dhverse shareline Som the Mentreal Rives af the Michigan border o the cty of Supenor. The Irall i an angoing efiort lo connect the

3,000 miles of shoredine thal barder Lake Supencr along Minnesota, Mkhigan, Wisconsin, and Ontario, Canada. The traf wik Ink communties and insple fravelers 10 safely explare new reqlons of Lake Superor. The irail
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The South Shore of Lake Superior

Known for s Char, CON) waher and mix of cramatc ¢Affs and $8n0 DeaChes, Lake Supenor s Ihe eQest, wast populaed and cleanest of e Greal Lakes. The south Shore i Te sandy sae of th 1ake Dessed win miles of
beaches, sandsione formations and red clay cHfs, Bcludng dramalic sea caves. Sheauded in boreal and hardwood forest, the south shore is a0 host %o some of the Snest and wildes! estuanes In Lake Supenoe,

The S1. Louts River eshuary wi a s of witd wedands and the busy DuluthiSupenor sarbor define the westen terminus of this waler trad section. from the ciy of Supenor 10 1e Kwn of Pt Wing, 8 traveks passes mies of
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Lake Michigan Water Trail Planning

Phase 1 - Development

» Develop a new 450-mile water trail along the shoreline of Lake Michigan.
This would become the second longest trail in Wisconsin.

« |dentify gaps where further public access is needed to complete this trail.
These zones would be targeted to increase public land holdings along the
shoreline.
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365 Potential Access Points Inventoried

E3 Microsoft Excel - WATER TRAIL INVENTORY (FINAL).xls
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MAP NAME

SITE #

D
SITE NAME

E
COMMUNITY

F

G

LOCATION

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

J
ACCESS TYPE'

L
SIGNS

M
FEES

N
POWER

(6]
SHELTER

P
CAMPING

S
VEHICLE ACC
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Point Beach to Sheboygan

209

Woodland Drive

Two Rivers

441233

876195

Alternate Access

Y

N

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

210

Manitowoc Marina

Manitowoc

44.0955

-87 6499

Developed Access

Y
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Parking Lot

(L (S]] R 6 5

Point Beach to Sheboygan

N
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SS Badger Car Ferry
Dock

Manitowoc

440893

87 6510

Carmry-In Access
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Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan
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Along S. Lakeview Drive

Manitowoc

44,0837

-87 6534

Camry-In Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Green Street

Manitowoc

44.0777

-87 6554

Developed Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Red Arrow Park

Manitowoc

44,0755

-B7 6556

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan
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Silver Creek Park

Manitowoc

440612

87 6533

Altermnate Access

Tumaround

0N ([ O

Point Beach to Sheboygan
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Point Creek Conservation
Area

Cleveland

439708

-87 6983

Emergency Access
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Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan
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Fischer Creek State
Recreation Area

Cleveland

43931

-87.7187

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Hika Park

Cleveland

439156

87.7237

Developed Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

North Point Park

Sheboygan

43.7628

-87.6959

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Deland Park

Sheboygan

43,7566

87.7029

Carry-In Access

Off-Street

Point Beach to Sheboygan

General King Park

Sheboygan

43.7372

87.7094

Carry-In Access

Off-Street

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Lake View Park

Sheboygan

437214

-87.7073

Alternate Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Lakeview Park

Manitowoc

441002

-87.6467

Carmry-In Access

Parking Lot

Point Beach to Sheboygan

Point Beach State Park

Two Rivers

442121

-87.5069

Developed Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Mitwaukee

Dewntt Road

Cedar Grove

436012

-87.7641

Developed Access

Dead End

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Amsterdam Park

Cedar Grove

43.5576

87.7915

Developed Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Atwater Park

Shorewood

43.0905

-87.8728

Emergency Access

Shoulder

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Doctors Park

Fox Point

431717

-7 6309

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Virmond Park

Meguon

432110

-87.8958

Emergency Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Lion’s Den Gorge Nature
Praserve

Grafton

433416

-87.6333

Emergency Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Fisherman's Park

Port Washington

433877

-87 8667

Developed Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Mitwaukee

Upper/Lower Lake Park

Port Washington

43.3943

-87.8637

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Forest Beach Migratory
Preserve

Belgium

43 4579

-87 8087

Emergency Access

z |=<|=| =< |=|=|=|=|=<|=|=l=<]|=]|=x|=x]|=<]| <

Z |1Z|IZ]| Z |IZ|IZ|IZ|Z|Z|<|Z|Z|Z|Z|Z|<]| <

Z |=<|=<| Z |<|Z|Z|Z|Z|=<|Z|Z|Z|Z|Z|=<| 2

Z |=<|=<| Z |<|=<|Z|=<|Z|=<|=<|=<|<|=<|Z|=<] 2
Z |Z|Z| 2 |Z|Z|Z|Z|1Z2|<|Z|Z|Z2|=2|1Z2|=2] =2

o0 Vehicle Acc

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Harrington Beach State
Park

Belgium

43,4690

-87.7927

Carry-In Access

-<

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Concordia University

Meguon

43.2532

-87.9112

Alternate Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Veteran's Memorial Park

Port Washington

43,3905

-87.8653

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Kohler-Andrae State Park

Wilson

436684

87.7142

Developed Access

Parking Lol

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

‘Woodland Shores

Grafton

43.3098

-87 68863

Emergency Access

No Vehicle Acc

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Mitwaukee

Sandy Beach Road

Belgium

43.4704

878022

Emergency Access

No Vehicle Act

Kohler-Andrae to North Metro Milwaukee

Jay Road

Belgium

435284

-87.7939

Emergency Access

No Vehicle Acc

South Metro Milwaukee to lllinois

Carol Beach

Pleasant Praine

425166

-87.8108

Carry-In Access

Off-street

South Metro Milwaukee to lllinois

Southport Park

Kenosha

425622

-87.8118

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot

South Metro Milwaukee to lllinois

Eichleman Park

Kenosha

42,5797

-87.8131

Alternate Access

Parking Lot

South Metro Milwaukee to lllinois

Simmons Island Park

Kenosha

425909

878128

Developed Access

Parking Lot

South Metro Mitwaukee to lllinois

J.F. Kennedy Park

Kenosha

42,6047

-87.8176

Carry-In Access

Parking Lot
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South Metro Milwaukee to lllinois

Alford Park

Kenosha

Segments 1_4 Al [ Washington Is. { Global (ssues A Maling kst addtons ) Water Trail /

426127

-87 B1%I
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Inventory Data

* SITE NAME
« COMMUNITY

* GPS LOCATION
* VEHICLE ACCESS
* SIGNAGE
EEES

* POWER

« SHELTER

* CAMPING

* ACCESS TYPE
* PARKING

* RESTROOMS

* NOTES




Access Types

* Developed Access

» Carry-in Access




Access Type

Definition

Developed Access

Carry-In Access

Alternate Access

Emergency Access

A site that provides water access via a public boat ramp
or dock.

A site with a beach that provides easy kayak access to
the water and there should be no user conflict from
adjacent landowners.

Non-ideal carry-in access site that may be only a road
that ends at the water. Alternate Access sites may have a
bit of a steep slope to the water, require wading, or
paddling through marsh, or present minimal potential for
user conflict from adjacent landowners.

A site not recommended for non-emergency use because
the sites are primarily road ends where the potential for
user conflict is high, little to no parking is available, or an
agreement has been made with the site owner to allow
emergency-only egress.



Let’'s look at a few sites...




Developed Access

Simmons Island Park - Kenosha

+ VEHICLE ACCESS
+ SIGNS

- POWER

+ SHELTER

* PARKING



Carry-in Access

Volks Landing — Green Bay

* VEHICLE ACCESS
* SIGNS

* PARKING

* RESTROOMS

T



Alternate Access

Bonis Place — Town of Gardner

* NON IDEAL CARRY IN ACCESS

* VEHICLE ACCESS



Emergency Access

Pond Road End — Peshtigo

* VEHICLE ACCESS



Map 3
Northern Door Peninsula
Lake Michigan Water Trail

Wisconsin

Developed Access
Carry-In Access

Alternate Access

> NLINGSE <N I/

Emergency Access

Camping

N Bluff Areas

Note: The number in parentheses (#£) after the site
name corresponds to the water trail inventory table

Ellison Bay Women's Club {546]

Bluff Headlands County Park (153)

Bay Road Boat Launch [152)

Rock Island Ferry Access (51
Schoolhouse Beach (5

ackson Harbor Ridges (519)

Gudmundson Di

Birport Road (534)

Michigan Road [536)

. (J \Pﬁ.ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬂsm County Park (518)

CTH W (533)

Detroit Harbor SMA (515)

B
\\Sand Dunes Beach (517)

% |
\ Gislason Public Beach (518)
Homestead Road (535)

Detroit lsland (545)/

b Porcupine Bay Road (1 51]\

$
.QI\
) ‘Waters End Road (150)
FQJ '\*-‘
Sister Bay Beach (149)

Ephraim Visitor's Center Beach {14&]\

Grohoases Marins (447

Rowleys Bay State Boat Access [188)
Sand Bay [188)



Map Index

Lake Michigan Water Trail

Wisconsin

[] Map Location

ACCESS TYPE
Carry-In Access
Developed Access
Emergency Access
Alternate Access
Grand Total

Total
72
57
42
20

191



Access Analysis

® Identify the gaps in shoreline access

®  Prioritize the need for new access




Acquisition/Improvement
Zones

Greater than 5 miles between access points +

Greater than 10 miles between camping sites =

20 acquisition/improvement zones




\ )
| S l%ﬂrmetre
] ounty
1414 s
o

L. P aN
i rClCln:omo A e '
= Coumnty | 2

r p o Ll
c  AA :
[ 5 ] 7 |-
DL:I St \ ()| b

‘ .L-n A - I /I Kewaunee

County




Public Outreach

* Public meetings

Milwaukee - April 28, 2011
Green Bay - May 3, 2011 I

* Website postings

BAY-LAKEY,
* E-Newsletters et |

04/15/11

« Facebook

o Twitter

Wisconsin Lake Michigan Water S
Trail Open Houses ke

Library Bay View
The Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission, the Department of Branch
Natural Resources, and the National Park Service is taking public input 2566 S. Kinnickinnic
on the Draft Wisconsin Lake Michigan Water Trail from April 18- May Ave., Milwaukee
13, 2011. During that time two open houses have been scheduled. 5to 7 PM

The first open house will take place April 28, 2011 from 5 to 7 pm, at May 3, 2011

the Milwaukee Public Library Bay View Branch, 2566 S. Kinnickinnic Bay-Lake Regional
Ave., Milwaukee, WI. A short presentation at 5:30 pm will be given to Planning Commission
provide background information about the Lake Michigan water trail - Community Room
planning.

The second open house will take place May 3, 2011 from 5 to 7 pm., at
the Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission Office, 438 South Jackson
Street, Green Bay, WI 54301. A short presentation at 5:30 pm will be

given to provide background information about the Lake Michigan water Wisconsin Lake
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Master Plans in

Progress

Columbia County Planneng
up Weicome to the planning site for the Lake Michigan Water Trafl - Wisconsin Segment. We hope you find this to

Governor Knowles S Information about this project that will caver more than 450 miles of diverse shoreline from the Michigan border §

Forest |

Lake Michigan Water Trail — Wisconsin Segment , : ; i I i i ot

High Ciiéf State Park

ce Age Complex at Cross

Community Assistance Economic Devel IS Natural Resowrces Reglonal Transportation Sheboygan MPO

Bottomtands N H
Resources Area 3 LosusiEuning
Point Beach State Forest . Emvironmental Corridors

Sandhill-Meadow Valley -

Work Unet Sewer Service Area/ Water

¢ Quality Management Reviews
Master Plans (208 Reviews™)
Completed . Hazard

State Parks, Trails,

Recreation Areas, and < - MNiagara Escarpment

uthern Forests

State Forests Beach Sanitary Surveys

Fishery, Widlife, Natural
R e, and State
al Areas

Lake Michigan Water Trail - Wisconsin Segm

The Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission is working witn the Wisconsin Depastiment of Natwr af Resources. the
Wisconsin Coastal Manaaemment Program. and me National Pagk S =

Program (RICA) on a project o p 3 Lal Ichigan Water Trall in Wisconsin that will cover more than 450 miles of de
shoreline from the Michigan border at Marinetie 10 the Inols border south of Kenosha

Master Plan
Monitoring Reports
State Park System
State Forests
Fishery, wildlife, Natural
Resource, and State . X )
Natural Areas . i D g . b , and
Michigan Water
sh tee " Tradl notwork will

Feaosibility Studies

< . o Dovelop a new 450 mile waser trall along the shoreline of Lake Michigan. This would become the second longest trail in
DNR Properties s Wisconsin
Find DNR Managed Lands
Find B and Developed Identify gaps or 20nes where further public access is needed to completa this
Shore Fishing Access Sites ap 7.1po increase public land holdings along the shon
Forests

Devedop a branding sirategy that 10cal communies and prival

Natural Areas
Network

Provide for aducational opportunities that will encourage the understanding of the L

More bOl" the Lake Mlchlqan Water Tra“ ) will be available with each major step in the planning d new infarmation will be postad here. Please check

ack pariodically. Thank you for your inderest in the planning proces

DRAFT MATERIALS FOR REVIEW




Lake Michigan Water Trail Planning

Phase 1 - Development

» Develop a new 450-mile water trail along the shoreline of Lake Michigan. This
would become the second longest trail in Wisconsin.

* ldentify gaps where further public access is needed to complete this trail. These
zones would be targeted to increase public land holdings along the shoreline.

Phase 2 - Implementation




Potomac River WATER TRAIL
Water T!‘ai' Feventiores s

THE WUPEPER

James Rever

WATER TRAIL

Tesrproot

MILWAUKEE URBAN

WATER TRAIL

|

LAKETANOE

WATERTRAIL
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Benefits of Water Trails

® Economic

® Recreational Value and Health
® Stewardship/Advocacy

® Conservation

® Education




Thank you!

Angela Pierce
Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission
apierce@baylakerpc.org




